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“More of the Newest Verse

FTER twenty-six vears since he
gave us A Shropshire Lad,” Mr.

A. B. Housman's volume of “Last
Poems" (Holt) comes as unheralded as

many of the more Important manifesta-

tions in nature. Ina prefatory note he tells |

us that "it Is not likely .that he will ever
be impelled to write much more”;
finds hope In the admitted possibility.
These poems, called "lust.” are in several
cases clearly of a much earlier period than
the present. and their texture and sub-
stance are all of the same consummate
weaving as those in the earlier book, whose
lofty. grim philosophy echoes through this
one. The forty-one poems now published
are sealed with that perfection of form
and substance which is his individual mark.
Already he ia seen to stand In his place
among the great flgures in the English
choire

His ego has been at war overseas as well
as in his Cambridge study during these
disappeared vears since he wrote:

May will be fine next year, as like as not;
Oh, ay, but then wa shall be twenty-four.

This note, deepened but unchanged—too
deep to call “regret” and too solemn for
“anger”—sounds through all his poetry,
yet hie heart does not break. “What of it!"
says he. You can hear this bravest of
bravery In many lines. Here are a few:

What evil luck soever
For me remains in store
*Tis sure much finer fellows
Have found much worse before.
8o here are things to think on
That ought to make me brave.
As T strap on for fighting
My sword that will not save.

*“The Box of God," by Lew Sarett (Holt),
poet and interpreter of the North Ameri-
can Indian, s the title of a collection of
these highly picturesque poems In some of
which he has “sought to capture and com-
municate something of the poetic beauty
and spiritual eignificance of Indian cere-
monies.” In the title poem he contrasts the
Christinn God—"kept In a house"—with
the aboriginal worship out of doors.

“Mauna Roa and Other Poems” (Prince-
ton University Press), is a slip of a book
containing less than thirty short poems, by

one

Mr. Ames Brooks, some of which are of |

part of the whole substance which is called
poetry. The “Hymn to Persephone.” the

splendid sonnet “Courage” and the beauti- |

ful “Epitaph" and one or two more are
= marked with unusual distinction,
“Granite and Alabaster” (Macmillan) is
the title chosen by Mr. Raymond Holden
for a collection of eubjective poems over-
flowing with intensity of emotion. Mnn¥
of these verses were published in periodi-
cals during the last vear or two. It is
their due to be brought together in this
form. This poet's moods are often somber,
but he is no hopeless one raging at the
world, nor contemptuous of it. There is
light seecn in the gloom of “Rock Fowler,”
or in the preoccupation of “Promontory™;
in such pieces as “Season's End," “Febru-
ary Twenty-second,” “Paradox,” “The

Ample Cloak,” or “Bretonne” it is almost
visible; in’ “To the Dead: New Year's Eve”
pr his masterly "Quatorzaine" it shines
out, cool and clear, .

Father O'Donnell's "Cloister and Other
Poems™ (Macmillan) s a volume of high
spiritual beauty and clear sighted looking
toward the stars. His range—in more than
the accident of arrangement—is from
Launcelot to St. Christopher, and the dell-
cacy of his thought has a fine expre®sion
in his meters.

“Dramatic Legends and Other Poems."
by Padraic Colum (Macmillan), is the most
recent collection of this poet's distinctive
verse. Four long poems in dramatic form
are preceded by pieces reminiscent of life
in Ireland and groups of this talented writ-
er's more epigrammatic and graphic moods,
composed with his usoal fluency,

Mr. John Farrar, editor of the Bookman,
is to be congratulated upon his singular
success in preparing so varied and delight-
ful a book as his “Bookman Authology of
Verse: 1922" (Doran). He has found room

A. E. Housman.

for examples of the curremt work of no
less than fifty-six of the young poets of
the day, Including all three of the Benéts,
If he had not felt obliged to stick to his
rule of selecting only from the RBookman's
own garden, he says he could have got
Thomans Hardy In. with his gallant “An-
cient” poem. He gives thubnail biographi-
cal sketchee of his new poet=, which are
welcome. If only he could have incliuded
a scrap of admonition he might well have
besought his poets to agree among them-
selves Whether to spell the word now
greatly in favor in thiz long grass of
Parnassus—“honeyed” or “honled.” There
l& no use in so much poetic license.
“Spindrift” (Doran), is a volume by Mil-
ton Raison, a young Russian sailor, who,
William McFee says, may amount to some-
thing. He has collected a small bookful of
his splendidly youthful cries to Cytherea
and other friends. It §s much talked of
and is as excellent a springhoard for con-
versation ak is Mr. John Dos Passos’'s new
vol of verse, whith he calls “A Push-

The Happy Village

CHURCH STREET. By Jean Carter Coch-
ran. Westminster Press.

HESE pleasant sketches do not fall
T into any of the sharply defined
lasses; they are not fiction, neither
are they quite free of imagined or fanci-
ful addition to observations of life. It s
an idealized picture of existence in a happy
village, In New Jersey, treating of the
home, the church, neighbors, queer char-
acters and odd happenings in an idyilic
getting. Miss Cochran has charm; a deli-
cate flavor, a daintiness and beautifully
feminine quality in her comment. Whether
* Mr. Lawrence Abbotl is fully justified in
saying that the book Is an “effective anti-
dote for ‘Main Street’" or nol, may be open
to some question, for there are not many
happy villages such as she portrays to
be found in this part of the world, but he
is quite right in calling it a “charming
and refreshing portrayal of the finer side
of village lfe.” Most of the sketches are
reprinted from the Bookman, Outlook nnd
other periodicals—in itself a cachet of
merit. It ig illustrated by numerous very
good photographs.

cart at the Curb” (Doran). This vehicle is
piled high with aromatic memories of
“Winter in Castile,” “Nights at Bussano,”
“Vagones de Tercern" "FPhases of the
Moon” and other delicacies, which the
stranger e invited by the author, in an
apt rime at the beginning, to “choose and
taste.”

“In Memoriam and Other Poems" by
Martin Feinstein (Seltzer), is a volume of

poems by the winner of the Nation’s poetry |

prize; the title poem ecarried away that
palm, These lyrical pleces are of irregular
oxtent, vertically and Iaterally, and portray
many moods and imaginings,

“Samphire,” by John Cowper Powys
(Seltzer), appeare as a small book of
twenty metrical pleces, which are sald by
the publisher to “have in them a haunting
and terrible beauty as if a naked spirit
were suspended over the yvawning abyss
of the universe.” Well, it might drop; and
what then?

“Leaves on the Water” (Seltzer) k= a
handsomely made book of sketches and
tales of the Orient, some in verse and
some In form of prose, by Btanley Kin-
mel. The collection Is a reflection of Chi-
nese and Japanese life and poetry.

“The Master Mistress” (Knopf) ie a col-
lection of bond bursting lyrics, by Rose
O'Nelll, illustrated by the author with sev-

eral characteristic drawings of strong and
monstrous forme,

“A Jongleur Strayed” (Doubleday, Page)
is the title of a collection of "Verses on
Love and Other Matters, Sacred and Pro-
fane,” by Richard Le Gallienne. The author

prefaces this well printed book with lher
warning that he is bat “a scrivener in tlni

market place,” who sits and writes for
lovers.,

Miss Stella Langdale has made a series
of highly imaginative drawings to [llus-
trate an edition of Francis Thompson's
mystic poem, “The Hound of Heaven™

(Dodd-Mead), and the Rev, James J. Daly, |
| way (Sign of the Pen and Pad); "Spirit of

87 J., contributes a striking and expository
introduction,

Willlam Duffield & Co. publish the “Col-
lected Poems" of Prof. John Erskine, which
include all (as he says) that he wishes to
keep of the contents of two or thres earlier
volumes together with some newer pleces,

His polished and graceful verse reflects the
scholar poet.

Among other books of verse of varying
quality are “The Perfume Holder and
Other {Poems” by Craven Langstroth
Betts (White): “French Verse From Villen
to Verlaine” by R. L. G. Ritchic and
James M. Moore (Dutton); “The Returm
of Arthur” by Irvine Graff (Btratford);
“Streets and Shadow,” by Mercedes de
Acosia (Moffat-Yard); “Poema”™ by Gran-
ville Lowther (Moffat-Yard); *“Homespun,”
by Grace E. Hall (Dodd-Mead); “Because "
of Deauty,” by Angela Morgan (Dodd-
Mead): “Fire Castles,” by Mawrine Hatha=

the Storm and Other Poems" by David
Irving Dob=on (Boyle); “Rose Leaves and
0Old Dreams.” by Georgiee Reed Bradbury -
(Boyled, and “The Jester Book of Colum-
bian Light Verse” edited by Otto v. Bt
Whitelock (Bulstrode Press).

ALOHA ARODUND THE WORED. By Karl
Vogel, Introduction by C dorae Arthur

A Trip Around the World

far off exotic corners of the earth in this
fashijon is that it means fresh ovations at

Curtiss James. G. P. Putnam Sons.

HIS is a genial and intimate account
T of a voyage around the world ac-
complished under ideal conditions:
o private yacht, with a small but congenial
party of friends, uniimited time, and no
fixed schedule, but with the whole clrcum-
ference of the giobe open before them, and
all the unfrequented ports of the Seven
Scas offering their respective lures. Com-
modore James, who ocontributes a brief
foreword, confesses that ever since his
boyhood imagination was fired by Lady
Brassey's inimitable “Voyage of the SBun-
beam™ the dream of his life had been to
circumnavigate the globe; and after thirty
years of adventurous safling in a suc-
cezgion of private yachis, totaling over a
quarter million of nautical miles, this
round the world dream has at last been
accomplished in the present Aloha, the
second steam yacht built expressly for the
purpose, It Is an auxiliary yacht, bark
rigeed, measuring 219 feet from figurehead
to taffrall, and spreading 20000 square
feet of canvas. and although the volume
offere a generous profusion of snapshots
of lovely vistas, strange architecture and
curjous'peoples, there Is none in the whole
collection falrer to Jook upon than the
frontisplece showing the Aloha before a
“Whole Ball Breeze—Full and By."”
One obvious advantage of visiting the

each new port, high social functions, and
the rare privilege of beholding many euri-
ous sights and intimate ceremonies never
beheld by the ordinary tourist. The vol-

ume brime over with delightful bits ol

local eolor, piguant descriptions and odd
incidents, all told with a keen personal
relish that kindles a contagious interest
Merely to let these pleasant pages flutter
open at random and skim the bheadlines
from the chapter on Hawsli, “Where Aloha
Got Her Name,” through to the closing
pages on Egypt, “Where Time Began™ is
to get an agreeable foretaste of what the
book itself contains. Especially entertain-
ing are chapters on “Korean Cold and
Pekin Dust,” "Java, the Garden of the
World” and “Ceylon, Earth's Jewel Box"
Strong minded indeed must the woman be,
says the author, who can resist the lure
of the “jewel stored caves of Ali Raba
that line Colombo's streets,” where sap-
phires, moonstones, rubles, topazes and
many others are found in gquantities that
stagger the imagination. The whole volume
is overlaid with just this sort of sugeestion
of sn invasion into the realm of the
Arabian Nights, and If you jo not yourseif
possess eome practical Aladdin's Lamp to
transport you to these lands of great al-
venture In person, there is no way of
reaching them more pleasantly by proxy
than through the genial pages of this
book.

By FERDINAND

DR. ALBERT SHAW, Editor of The Review of Reviews, colls it: “The most rxc-
traordinarily interesting book I have passed under my eve for years.”

Beasts, Men and Gods

Have yvou read this amazing book?
Do not miss it!

Send it to some man—or woman—for Christmas, as
something at once unique and distinguished.
Iti the people who haveread the book who are using such super-
latives as ““most enthrallingly interesting” (Marcosson)—"a book

of astounding, breath-taking, enthralling adventure” (Times)—*“No
novel could hold the thrills of this true book” (Benj. Musser).

EUGENE S. BAGGER writes: “It is the most stupendous and maognificent thing I
have read in g long while™

. At 3ll bookstores, $3.08, postage extra

E. P. BUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK

OSSENDOWSKI -

tremendously stimulating.”

PIRANDELLO:THREE PLAYS

“Six Characters in Search of an Author””
(as now being played in the Princess Theatre)
“Henry IV.”  “Right You Are! (If You Think S¢)”

Each of these plays is brilliant in a different and clearly marked way and together
they will give the American public a stimulating introduction to the dari
the swift action and the technical skill which are characteristic of this author.

Jokn 0. Lamixin, dramatic critic of the Baltimore Sun, writes: “Of all the plays
being presented at the moment in New York, the most unusual and !-lnin!ﬁombly
the most fascinating is Luigi Pirandello’s ‘Six Characters in Search of an Author.” . . ,

First American Edition, limited lo 1500 copies. Price, $3.50
E. P. DUTTON & CO., 681 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK

daring irony,




